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An Interpretive journey from the Mountains to the stars

Join us for an interpretive journey ”From the Mountains to the Stars”. 
Discover new insights, tools and techniques and diversify your network 
contacts with fellow professionals.
 
NAI Region 2 Chesapeake planning committee invites all interpreters 
to a workshop at the picturesque Cacapon Resort State Park in Berkley 
Springs West Virginia. A beautiful location paired with a dynamic  keynote, 
pertinent sessions and wonderful choices in offsite trips makes this a regional 
workshop not to miss. Region2 includes Delaware, the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.
 
The resort sits in the shadows of a wide expanse of Cacapon Mountain, part of the Appalachian Mountain 
range that for a century, barred British colonial westward expansion with is roughness, heavy forests and 
dense undergrowth. Today the mountains still host a huge variety of flora and fauna due to the wide range in 
geology, elevation, latitude and moisture availability. From colonial expansion to today’s hikers and campers 
the mountains draw people in and challenges them on their journey.  Meeting and growing with these 
challenges inspired our conference’s theme – An Interpretive Journey From the Mountains to the Stars. Join 
us in celebrating the journey.
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                          Receive 24 Hours of Continuing        
            Education Credit for NAI Recertification!

IMPORTANT DATES

March 20, 2016 - Online Information and    
  Registration
May 23, 2016 - Call for Presentations      
         Deadline 
July 18, 2016 -  Award Nominations Due
August 8, 2016 -  Last day for Early Bird         
       Registration
August 29, 2016   - Registration Deadline

September 21-23, 2016 - Workshop Dates

Welcome! 



CACAPON RESORT STATE PARK
ABOUT
Cacapon (pronounced ka-KAY-
pon) Resort State Park is so named 
because it sits within the shadows 
of a wide expanse of Cacapon 
Mountain, the highest peak in 
the eastern portion of the state at 
2,300 feet. The mountain divides 
the landscape, with the park on the 
eastern slope and the Cacapon River 
winding along the base of the western slope. 

Cacapon is a derivative of a Shawnee Indian word meaning “medicine waters,” a reference to 
the area’s mineral waters that have been renowned through history for their healing powers. 
These waters come to the surface about 10 miles from Cacapon at nearby Berkeley Springs.

LOCATION
Cacapon Resort State Park is in close proximity to the major 
population center of the east coast, as well as many scenic and 
historic features. 

ADDRESS AND PHONE
Address: 818 Cacapon Lodge Dr,                                                                                                                                              
               Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
(304) 258-1022                                                                                                                                         
                                                          
DIRECTIONS
•	 From Washington DC take the Beltway to I- 270 North, Merge 

onto I-70 West toward Hagerstown, Merge onto US - 522 South to Cacapon Resort State Park.
•	 From Interstate 81 (Winchester, VA) take U.S. Route 522 north 27 miles to the park.
•	 From the north on Interstate 81 (Pennsylvania) take Interstate 70 west to Hancock, MD then U.S. Route 522 south 

at Hancock, towards Berkeley Springs. The park is located 9 miles south from the town of Berkeley Springs.
•	 Location map.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

From the west on Interstate 68 to Hancock, MD to 522 South towards Berkeley Springs. The park is located 9 
miles south from the town of Berkeley Springs.
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    LODGING AT CACAPON
There are several lodging options at Cacapon for workshop guests. 
Except for limited rooms in the Old Inn, you must secure your own 
lodging separate from your workshop registration. The following 
park facilities have been reserved for the workshop, and will be held 
until September 4, 2016 or until rooms fill up, whichever comes first. 
Please make your housing reservation directly through the park.

Please view types of lodging and reservation information below.
(Full refund given for lodging up to 48 hours prior to arrival.)

OLD INN
Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps, this historic lodge will also serve 
as our workshop HQ. Very limited rooms are available and you will register for these by contacting Tania 
Gale  at 410-535-5327 or galete@co.cal.md.us . Rooms $35/person (double occupancy)

CABINS                                                                                                                                               
You must register directly with Cacapon Resort State Park. For cabin 
reservations contact: 304-258-1022 or register online at www.cacap-
onresort.com/accomodations. Cacapon has three types of cabins as 
follows:
•	 Modern	Cabins	– (Approx. $50/night + taxes, double occupancy)
Frame structures featuring wood-paneled walls, stone fireplaces, 
showers, modern kitchen, central heat and air, cable TV.  
•	 Standard	Cabins	–	(Approx. $35/night quad occupancy)
CCC log cabins with stone fireplaces, window heat and A/C units, kitchens and bathrooms.
•	 Economy	Cabins	–	(Approx. $35/night double occupancy)
Combination living/dining/bedroom of built-in double bunks, shower bath and screened-in porch. No 
fireplace. Window heat and A/C units. 

RESORT LODGE 
Situated on the east side of the mountain overlooking a lovely golf course, the lodge offers a relaxed setting 
complete with lounge, board games, and fireplace. Each room has A/C, color TV, phone, private bath, and 
wireless access. For lodge reservations contact: 304-258-1022 or register online at www.cacaponresort.
com/accomodations. (Approx. $35/night + taxes, double occupancy)



WORKSHOP PREVIEW
Tuesday, September 20
•	 Pre-Workshop:   “Interpretive Design…and the 

Dance of Experience”  
      TIME:  9:30am-3:30pm
      (Lunch Included / Dinner on your own)

Wednesday, September 21 
•	 Birding Walk
•	 Registration and Continental Breakfast
•	 Keynote with Steve Van Matre 
•	 Concurrent Sessions
•	 Region 2 lunch and Awards 
•	 Concurrent Sessions
•	 Silent Auction
•	 Dinner and Music at Panorama
•	 Evening activity- Night Hike (Informal)
•	 Music—bring your instrument

Thursday, September 22
•	   Birding Walk
•	   Continental Breakfast
•	   Concurrent Sessions
•	   Lunch and Region Business Meeting                                                                  
•	   Concurrent Sessions
•	   Dinner—Chili Cook off
•	   Speaker- Alyssum Pohl 
•	   Scholarship Auction
•	   More music

    Friday, September 23
•	 Continental Breakfast

Off-site Sessions  (lunch included)     
•	 Bon Voyage: An Interpretive Water Journey on the 

C&O Canal
•	 Biking the Canal: An Interpretive Cycling Journey 

through C&O History
•	 Darkness in Daylight: An Interpretive Journey 

through  the Paw Paw Tunnel and Shale Barrens
•	 Reaching Mountain Heights: An Interpretive 

Journey up the Tunnel Hill Trail and through the 
Paw Paw Tunnel
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Thursday	Night	Speaker
 Alyssum	Pohl	

Alyssum is a cheerful and multi-talented 
woman with extensive scientific, policy, 
and creative training. Her love and 
appreciation of the natural world began 
at an early age as her family raised 
rabbits, built a home in the Kentucky 
hills sandwiched between State Park 
and National Forest, and then took a 
year to live aboard a sailboat. She holds 
a B.S. in biology from the University 
of Kentucky, an M.A. in International 
Environmental Policy from the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies, 
and spent several years in veterinary 
school. In 2015, she embarked on a 
self-directed expedition, Paddle On, in 
which she solo kayaked the Mississippi 
River from source to sea, documenting 
plastic waste and water quality. She is 
now working on a memoir of her many 
adventures.



PRE WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION
Interpretive Design...and the Dance of Experience
 Interpretive designers create the leisure journeys that interpreters implement. Just as we have designers 
today for the buildings, signs, grounds, exhibits, and other components of our mission-driven public places, we 
need “interpretive designers” who focus on the most important component, the actual experience of the visitors 
who come. This is a profession which works with the whole experience that other designers only facilitate in part. 
Interpretive designers create the interrelated experiential vehicles of interpretive service.
 
 Interpretive design is for all those who assist visitors in getting to know their public jewels -- leisure sites 
from Aquaria to Zoos – and who aim to enrich those visitors’ experiences in meaningful and memorable ways. 
From this workshop, you will take home:
 

•	Why interpretation is neither art, science, nor communication
•	Three essential elements of the Language of Place
•	Practical exercises for extracting essence (the alchemy of interpretive design)
•	Tools for mapping the forces, features, and facets that make up any place
•	Developmental Steps for structuring the dance of experience
•	Practice in developing an Interpretive Matrix for the outcomes of any site

KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND PREWORKSHOP 
FACILITATOR

Steve Van Matre is the 
international chair of The 
Institute for Earth Education, a 
worldwide nonprofit volunteer 
organization which focuses 
on the triadic composition 
of interpretation-education-
contemplation in developing a more 
joyous and harmonious relationship with 
this planet and its life. He has been one of the world’s leading 

nature educators since the 1970 release of his pioneering work, Acclimatization, which led to a dozen other 
landmark publications in the field, including Sunship Earth, The Earth Speaks, Earthkeepers, Earth Education...A 
New Beginning, and Interpretive Design...and the Dance of Experience. At various points in his career he has 
been a youth leader, school teacher, camp director, educational consultant, university professor, public speaker, 
workshop trainer, and interpretive designer. Today, Professor Van Matre travels the world introducing educators 
and interpreters to this vital work. He has conducted over a thousand sessions on six continents.
Pre-Workshop  “Interpretive	Design…and	the	Dance	of	Experience”
Keynote   “Mapbearers,	Toolkeepers,	Starmakers”	–	lost	roles	for	helping	young	people	on	the	path	of	life
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DINNER AT ‘Panorama at the Peak’ 
Wed., Sept. 21st, 6:30-8:30pm (included in registration fee)

Enjoy a delicious meal with a sunset view overlooking the Appalachian  
mountains. Locally sourced  cuisine and live entertainment!                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                       
You will be asked to select an entrée: 
•	 Asian Beef Pot Roast (Local Beef – Paleo/Gluten Free)
•	 Stuffed Squash (Local/Vegetarian/Gluten Free - can be Vegan w/o 

feta cheese)
•	 Stuffed Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sage pumpkin filing (Local/

organic chicken--can be made gluten free)
•	 Crab Cake - Panorama’s own Crab Cake made with Maryland 

Crab - served with sides
•	 Cash Bar available (beer and wine)                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                          

ALL MEALS included in registration*
Tuesday
Breakfast at Old Inn
Lunch at Pre-Workshop catered
*Dinner – we will carpool into Berkeley Springs – not included in fee
                                                                                                                      
Wednesday
Breakfast at Old Inn 
Region 2 Business and Awards Lunch at Resort Lodge 
Dinner at Panorama at the Peak
                                                                                                                                        
Thursday
Breakfast and Lunch provided at Old Inn HQ
Dinner  - Chili, Wine, Chocolate and Cheese! at Old Inn
                                                                                                                                                              
Friday
Breakfast at Old Inn
Lunch – select box lunch option with your (optional) offsite session

Chili, Wine, Chocolate, and Cheese!
Thursday evening we will pull out all of the stops!  Enjoy fine cheeses, chocolates, and wines 
from the region**, followed by a Chili Cookoff prepared by your planning committee. We’ll 
set you on fire with vegan, vegetarian, spicy, mild – five recipes in all…you’ll get to vote for 
your favorite one!  During dessert, Alyssum Pohl will share her grand adventure of paddling 
the entire length of the Mississippi River. And there’s more…our amazing Live Scholarship 
Auction will round off the evening with items you cannot leave for home without!
  
** Please bring your favorite regional wine, cheese, and chocolate to share**
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   



FRIDAY OFF-SITE FIELD TRIPS
Bon Voyage: An 
Interpretive Water 
Journey on the C&O Canal
Come aboard at the C&O Canal 
National Historical Park Visitor 
Center at the Cushwa Basin in 
Williamsport, MD for a trip with 
NPS rangers on a replica 1900’s 
recreational launch boat down 
the canal. Experience travel on 
this historic waterway, visit a 
lockhouse, and learn about the life 
of Canawlers and Locktenders. 
Time: 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Estimated travel time: 1 to 1.5 
hours round trip
Distance: 1 mile round trip
Exertion: minimal (stairs to & from boat and in lockhouse)
Facilities: Visitor Center at Cushwa Basin with rest rooms and picnic area
Group size limit: 12

Biking the Canal: An Interpretive Cycling Journey through C&O History
Meet at the C&O Canal National Historical Park Visitor Center at the Cushwa Basin in 
Williamsport, MD. Join C&O Canal staff and 
Master Bike Patrol volunteers on a guided 
ride along one of the most visited paths in 
the National Park Service. Travel 10-15 miles 
round trip along the beautiful Potomac River 
on the Canal towpath past historic canal 
structures.
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Estimated tour time: 2 hours
Distance: 10 to 15 miles round trip
Exertion: moderate
Facilities: Visitor Center at Cushwa Basin 
with rest rooms and picnic area
Group size limit: 20
Bikes and helmets will be provided.
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FRIDAY OFF-SITE FIELD TRIPS
Darkness in Daylight: An Interpretive Journey through  
the Paw Paw Tunnel and Shale Barrens
Meet an NPS ranger at the Paw Paw Tunnel Campgrounds parking lot 
for a tour through the darkness of the 3,118 foot long Paw Paw Tunnel. 
After hiking through the tunnel, explore the shale barrens located at the 
downstream end. Shale barrens represent a unique combination of geology, 
soil, topography, and climate, where the bright sun superheats the fragile dark 
shale. Many species that exist within these communities are endemic - they can 
only be found in this unique natural community. 
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Estimated hike time: 2 hours
Distance: 2.5 miles round trip
Exertion: moderate
Facilities: Portapotties at the Campground near the parking 
lot, and one portapottie at the upstream (your entrance) side of 
the Tunnel; Picnic tables at the Campground
Group size limit: 20
We will have a limited number of flashlights available. If you 
have a flashlight, please bring it with you.

Reaching Mountain Heights: An Interpretive 
Journey up the Tunnel Hill Trail and through the 
Paw Paw Tunnel
Gather at the Paw Paw Tunnel Campgrounds parking lot for a 
guided hike atop Sorrel Ridge via the Tunnel Hill Trail. Enjoy 
vistas of the Potomac River, Green Ridge State Forest, and Paw Paw, West Virginia from along Tunnel Hill.  See 
where the tunnel builders had their work camps. Walk back through the Paw Paw Tunnel, the single largest 
structure along the historic Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, to return to the picnic area and campground. 
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Estimated hike time: 2 hours.
Distance: 4 miles round trip
Facilities: Portapotties at the Campground near the parking lot, and one portapottie at the upstream (your exit) 
side of the Tunnel; Picnic tables at the Campground
Exertion: considered strenuous due to steep inclines on the Tunnel Hill Trail
Group size limit: 20
Be prepared with sturdy, comfortable footwear. If you have a flashlight, please bring it with you. There is no 
lighting inside the Paw Paw Tunnel. (We will have a limited number of flashlights available if you do not have 
one.)
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DIRECTIONS TO OFF-SITE FIELD TRIPS
Directions from Cacapon State Park to Cushwa Basin, 
Williamsport, MD
Trip is 43 miles – takes about 1 hour
Left on 522 north out of Cacapon State Park - 15.5 miles (includes 
crossing Potomac River into MD)
Follow signs to get on I 70 E - 22.5 miles
Exit 24 toward Huyett/Williamsport
Right on 63 S - 2.1 miles
Right on E. Potomac St. - 0.4 miles
The Cushwa Basin is at the bottom of the hill

Directions From Cacapon State Park to the Paw Paw Tunnel Campground 
Parking Lot
Trip is 33 miles on back roads – please allow 1 hour for on-time arrival:
Left on 522 north out of Cacapon State Park - 3.6 miles
Left on Cold Run Valley Rd - 6.1 miles
Left on 9 W - about 20 miles to the town of Paw Paw, WV
Continue on 9 W crossing the Potomac River into Maryland - becomes MD 51 
After crossing the Potomac, the C&O Canal Paw Paw Campground parking lot is 1/2 mile on 
the right.
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
If you are planning on attending the workshop please also consider 
volunteering a little bit of your time to help us make this a dynamite 
experience.  You can sign up to be a volunteer when you register for any 
area that you are interested in helping with.

Workshop Volunteers needed as:
•	 Room Monitor
•	 Auction Helpers (for Live and Silent Auctions)
•	 Meal set-up and/or clean-up
•	 General set-up and/or clean-up
•	 Registration 
•	 AV/Tech
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WHAT TO BRING
•	 Reusable Water bottle and coffee mug
•	 Auction Item (hand-crafted birdhouse, pottery)
•	 Chocolate, Cheese or wine to share at Thursday evening dinner.
•	 Musical Instrument (for evening jam sessions!)
•	 Sturdy walking shoes, hat, sunglasses, bug spray, sunblock etc.
•	 All food provided for workshop days. Pre-workshop registration includes lunch. 

Dinner on your own after the pre-workshop.
•	 Notebook, camera
•	 Bedding if you will be staying in a camping cabin



CALL FOR AUCTION ITEMS
Spread the work about your great park offerings while supporting the 
work of Region Two and our scholarship program. We will be holding 
both a silent and live auction.

Great action items are as unlimited as your creativity. 
Here are some ideas to get you started:
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
The following workshop scholarships are available:

•	 ONE Student Full Registration Fee
•	 ONE Non-Student Half Registration Fee

To apply, contact Parker McMullen 
Bushman at parker@cbfieldstation.org

•	 Art work
•	 Note cards
•	 Jewelry
•	 Programs or trips to your park
•	 Wine
•	 Non-perishable food
•	 Gift Certificates for your park or park store
•	 Behind the scenes tours and special pro-

grams
•	 Any kind of logo Item, mugs, sweat shirts 

etc
•	 Memberships for your park or Friends 

Group
•	 Restaurant Gift Certificates
•	 Concert Tickets
•	 Sporting event tickets
•	 Books
•	 Plants
•	 Games and Puzzles
•	 Interpretive supplies, games or tools.

Thank you for supporting NAI Region Two and our scholarship program.

Please contact Yvonne.johnson@fairfaxcounty.gov with information on your items, 
how you want your donor information listed and for any questions.



NAI REGION 2 WORKSHOP 
REGISTRATION FORM 

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FEE SHEET 
WORKSHOP REGISTRATION 

FEES                        
Wednesday Sept 21 – 

Friday Sept 23 
 

Your workshop fee includes 
ALL MEALS Daily 

continental Breakfast 
included Friday, lunches 
and dinners including 

Wednesday night dinner at 
the Panorama at the Peak, 
and Thursday Chile cook‐

off.  
 

Cancellation must be made 
in writing by email to 

galaete@co.md.us no later 
than August 29, 2016. 
There will be a non‐

refundable processing fee 
of $50. After that date, 

refunds will be given only 
by review of the regional 

leadership. 

  Early Bird Rate by 
Aug 8th 

Regular Rate  by 
Aug 29th 

Total 

Full Registration‐NAI 
Member 

$210  $240   

Full Registration for 
Non‐Member (includes 
1 yr. NAI membership) 

$285  $315 
 

Student  Full 
Registration‐NAI 
Member 

$160  $190 
 

One‐Day Registration 
Member (no dinner) 

$130  $160   

One‐Day registration 
Non‐Member (no 
dinner) 

$160  $190 
 

Walk‐in Registration – 
Members 
(if space available 
ONLY) 

  $290 
 

Walk‐in Registration – 
Non‐members(if space 
available ONLY) 

  $365 
 

  $ 
 

PRE‐WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FEE SHEET 
Early Bird Rate by 

Aug 8th 
Regular Rate  by 

Aug 29th 
Total 

PRE‐WORKSHOP FEES 
Tuesday, September 20, 

Time: 9am‐4pm  
(lunch included) 

 

Members and 
Nonmembers also 
attending Workshop 

$75.00  $100.00   

Members (attending 
pre‐workshop ONLY)   $100.00  $135.00   

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE AT
https://www.interpnet.com/nai/nai/_events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=r2_2016   

You will need to know the information below to register. 
Name   
Organization 
/ Title   

Address   

City    State    Zip   

Home Phone    Work 
Phone    

Email   
   
 

Volunteer  I’m interested in 
helping with: 

___ Registration  ___ Room Monitor  ___ Silent and Live Auction 

___ Food Assistance  ___ Set‐up Assistance  ___AV/tech  person 
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PRE‐WORKSHOP FEES 
CONTINUED 

 

Non‐members 
(attending pre‐
workshop ONLY)          

$135.00    $160.00   

Walk‐in Registration – 
Members(if space 
available ONLY) 

    $150.00   

Walk‐in Registration – 
Non‐members(if space 
available ONLY) 

    $185.00   

 
Pre‐Workshop Fees Total  $ 
Pre‐Workshop Fees Total + Workshop 
Registration Fee Total  Total $ 

 
    Trip Fee  Total 

FRIDAY OFF‐SITE TRIPS 
FEES 

Friday, Sept 23 
See full descriptions in 
the schedule pages. 

Price includes box lunch. 

Bon Voyage: An Interpretive Water Journey on 
the C&O Canal (10 am –11:30am)  $25.00   

Biking the Canal: An Interpretive Cycling 
Journey through C&O History (10 am –Noon)  $25.00   

Darkness in Daylight: An Interpretive Journey 
through  the Paw Paw Tunnel and Shale 
Barrens (10 am –Noon) 

$25.00   

Reaching Mountain Heights: An Interpretive 
Journey up the Tunnel Hill Trail and through 
the Paw Paw Tunnel (10 am –Noon) 

$25.00   

 

Pre‐Workshop Fees Total + Workshop 
Registration Fee Total  $ 

Pre‐Workshop Fees Total + Workshop 
Registration Fee + Friday Off‐Site Trips Total  Total $ 

 
         

FOOD OPTIONS FOR THE WORKSHOP 
I would like the following meal options:  __ Vegetarian  __ Vegan  __ Other_____________ 

 
Panorama at the Peak  

(Included with full registration – Sept 21) 
Please select ONE entrée: 

 
___ Beef Dish (paleo, gluten free)  
___ Crab Cake 
___ Stuffed Squash (vegetarian) 
___ Chicken Breast (stuffed with sage and pumpkin) 
 

Friday Off‐Site Trips 
(Not included in full registration) 

Friday Box Lunch Selection 
___ Ham 
___ Turkey 
___ Chicken 
___ Vegetarian 
 
 

WORKSHOP LODGING 

You must secure your own lodging reservation separate from your workshop registration. All park facilities have been reserved 
for the workshop, and will be held until September 4, 2016. or until rooms fill up, whichever comes first. Please make your 

housing reservation directly through the park. 
For lodging reservations please contact Cacapon Resort at 304‐258‐1022 

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION BY MAIL 
If you must register for the workshop by mail please send your completed registration form and 

workshop payment to Tania Gale. Please make check payable to: National Association for 
Interpretation – Region 2. 

Tania Gale, C/O Battle Creek Nature Center 
175 Main Street, Prince Frederick, MD  20678 

410‐535‐5327, galete@co.cal.md.us

NAI REGION 2 WORKSHOP 
REGISTRATION FORM
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We need YOUR NOMINATIONS for Region 2 Awards! 
Do you know someone who demonstrates excellence in Interpretation every day? Take this opportunity to encourage and 
support your colleagues by nominating them for a NAI Region 2 Outstanding Interpretation Award. Presentations of the 
awards will take place at the Region 2 Lunch, Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at the Cacapon State Park Workshop. Give 
someone the recognition they deserve for the important work they do in our unique profession! 

2016 NAI Region 2 Awards Categories 
The awards correspond to national NAI Awards with the exception of Outstanding Interpretive Trainer and Outstanding    
Part-time/Seasonal Interpreter.

 Outstanding Interpretive Manager or Interpretive Trainer 
 Outstanding Front-Line Interpreter 
 Outstanding New Interpreter 
 Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer 
 Outstanding Part-time or Seasonal Interpreter 

General Awards Criteria: 
 All award nominees must live, work, or go to school within Region 2. (New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, and the District of Columbia) 
 All nominees must be NAI members, except nominees for the Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer and Outstanding 

Part-time/Seasonal Interpreter awards. 
 Nominator must be an NAI member. 

Specific Awards Criteria: 
 Outstanding Interpretive Manager or Interpretive Trainer 

 Worked in the profession for at least 5 years AND:
o Duties at least 60% supervisory and administrative with a demonstrated mastery of interpretive technique, 

site and staff management and a respected ability to pass these skills on to others
OR

o Demonstrated leadership techniques in research, writing, mentoring, instruction, management, training or 
presentation with consistent and significant contributions and support to NAI 

 Outstanding Front-Line Interpreter 
 Worked in the profession for at least 5 years 
 Duties are at least 60% front-line interpretation 
 Demonstrated mastery of interpretive techniques, program development and design of creative projects 

Outstanding New Interpreter 
 Worked in the profession for one to five years
 Demonstrated an excellent grasp of interpretive techniques and communication, program development or design 

of creative projects

Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer 
 Nominee does not have to be a NAI member
 Worked 3 or more years as a volunteer and demonstrated dedication and high quality work to the affiliated 

institution
 Current duties are in front line interpretation or volunteer work that supports an interpretive program or facility 

Outstanding Part-Time or Seasonal Interpreter 
 Nominee does not have to be a NAI member
 Worked less than full-time in the profession
 Worked in the interpretive field within the past calendar year
 Demonstrated outstanding creativity and/or effectiveness in interpretation
 Made a significant contribution in their limited time frame

Professional Interpreter Awards
Nominate Your Fellow Region 2 Interpreter! 
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Nominee Information:

Nominations are due on July 18, 2016. 

To Submit a Nomination: 
Complete the nomination form below.  You may include any other information, such as fliers, news releases, etc. that would 
assist the Awards Committee in learning about your nominee, but please submit all materials together.  You may mail, email, 
or fax nominations to Dodie Lewis at the addresses listed below.  Awards will be presented during the upcoming Region 2 
Workshop, on September 21, 2016.   

Return the form and supplementary materials by July 18, 2016 to:  
Dodie Lewis, Claude Moore Park, 21544 Old Vestal’s Gap Road, Sterling, VA 20164 
571-258-3704 (office), 571-258-3701 (fax), dodie.lewis@loudoun.gov

NAI REGION 2 PROFESSIONAL INTERPRETER AWARDS NOMINATION FORM 

For each bulleted criterion, please specify how the nominee meets the criteria.  Be as specific as possible, limit 
the written portion of the nomination to two pages, and attach any related supporting documentation. 

 Outstanding Interpretive Manager or Interpretive Trainer 
 Outstanding Front-Line Interpreter 
 Outstanding New Interpreter 
 Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer 
 Outstanding Part-time or Seasonal Interpreter 

Name __________________________________________ Title ______________________________________

Agency/Organization _____________________________ Phone ____________________________________

Email Address _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________   City ________________ State/Zip _____________________

Nominee’s Supervisor ________________________________ Title _________________________________
(We will contact this person should the nominee win an award) 

Supervisor's Phone _____________________________ Supervisor’s Email __________________________ 

Name __________________________________________ Title ______________________________________

Agency/Organization _____________________________ Phone ____________________________________

Email Address _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________ City ________________ State/Zip _______________
       

This nomination is for (choose only one): 

Nominee Information: 

Nominated by: 

Awards Criteria: 



NAI Region 2 Workshop  
An Interpretive Journey from the Mountains to the Stars 
CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS   DEADLINE May 23, 2016 

Is there something that really inspires you? What do you or your facility do exceptionally well? 
Share your ideas and knowledge at the workshop! Here are a few ideas for presentation topics: 

Administration/Management—Site budgeting; dealing with change; innovation; generating 
revenue; management of natural and cultural resources; staff training/professional development 
Programming—Naturalist tips and skills; re-enacting ideas; natural/cultural interpretive programs 
for families, adults, community; summer camps; natural play spaces 
Marketing—branding; themes; social media, getting sponsorships, partnerships; low cost ideas
Volunteers—Retention ideas; training; baby boomer strategies; recognitions; working with 
Friends groups; teen volunteers 
Creativity—Use of art, music, storytelling, journaling, etc., in interpretation 
Expertise—Share your in depth knowledge on nature/history, e.g. insects, colonial cooking, etc.  

Give your colleagues something exciting and valuable to take home to their sites! 

Presentations will be Wednesday and Thursday, September 21 and 22, 2016 

Please submit the following information (Deadline: May 23, 2016)  

Name/Title___________________________________________________________________

Your Institution or Site: ________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (work) _______________ (cell) ____________________  

Email: ______________________________________________

Title of presentation: 
____________________________________________________________________________

Subject of presentation: 
____________________________________________________________________________

Participation Limit: _______________

Which conference strand does your session best fit into? 
____ Natural History      ____ Interpretive Skills 
____ Management and Planning     ____ Cultural History  

Presentation length: ____ 60 min.  We also have a few: _____ 90 min. _____ 120 min.  

NAI REGION 2 WORKSHOP  
CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
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NAI REGION 2 WORKSHOP 
CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

Presentation Description: (Please limit to 100 words or less and attach separately)

Summary (30 words or less for the conference program and attach separately)

Audio Visual Needs: 
___Laptop (please bring your own if available)  
___LCD Projector (please bring your own if available)  
___Screen
___DVD  
___Dry erase board  
___Flip Chart

Other needs/requests: _______________________________________________________ 

Additional Comments: 

Presenter Background: (No resume required, briefly state your qualifications including other 
workshop presentations) 

NOTE on HANDOUTS: To help expand the conference experience and decrease the amount of 
paper distributed we would like to compile an electronic conference proceedings which will be 
posted on the Region 2 NAI website. Are you willing to provide digital copies of presentations 
and/or handout materials to be posted on the Region 2 NAI website? 
____Yes, I am happy to share 
____Unfortunately, I will not be able to contribute 

You will receive an email response by: June 27, 2016

Email completed proposals to dodie.lewis@loudoun.gov or mail the completed form to: 

Dodie Lewis 
Claude Moore Park 
21544 Old Vestal’s Gap Road 
Sterling, VA 20164 
Phone: 571-258-3704 
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