Winter Edition 2014

Director’s Note

Inside this Edition:
Meet the Board

2

Workshop Preview

7

Call for Articles

8

Region 2 Leadership:
Executive Committee
Director
Linda Bailey
Nature Education Coordinator
Fredericksburg Parks &
Recreation
(540) 372-1086 ext. 213
lbailey@fredericksburgva.gov
Deputy Director
Yvonne Johnson
Manager
Frying Pan Farm Park
(703) 473-9101
Yvonne.Johnson@fairfaxcounty
.gov
Secretary
Ned Reddrop
The Design Minds, Inc.
(703) 246-9241
ned@thedesignminds.com
Treasurer
Tania Gale
Naturalist
Battle Creek Nature Center
(410) 535-5327
galete@co.cal.md.us

Several times a year I find myself
camped out at Westmoreland State
Park. Perched on a bluff above the
Potomac River, on the bucolic Northern
Neck of Virginia, is another world--just
an hour from the busy I-95 corridor
where I live. My cares drop away as I
paddle the waves below the cliffs or
scan the beach for sharks’ teeth, and
my spirit is enriched as I walk the trails
through wetlands or woodlands.
After nearly a year of planning, we are
putting the finishing touches on
our Spring Workshop, to be held at this
magical oasis. I am so excited to share
this place with my interpretive

community. Not only is the venue
enchanting, but the event itself promises
to be worth every minute! Doug Elliott,
interpreter extraordinaire, will be with us
for not only a pre-workshop, but will
present a keynote address and outdoor
sessions as well. A number of fantastic
sessions are in store, fun and delicious
dinners, awards, an auction, and more
are in the works. But most importantly
will be the opportunity to network with
others in our field – to share our own
stories and dreams.
I hope to see many of you in March –
down on the Northern Neck!

NAI Region 2 2014 Professional Interpreter Awards
Do you know an outstanding
interpreter? Someone whose
dedication, creativity and excellence at
sharing the natural or historical world
with others deserves recognition? Then
don’t miss the chance to nominate them
for one of these awards:
 Outstanding Interpretive Manager
 Outstanding Front-Line Interpreter
 Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer
 Outstanding Part-time/Seasonal
Interpreter
The time to get together that nomination
is now because the deadline for
nominations is February 11, 2014.

If you would like to come to the
workshop there is still time to register.
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NAI has been a significant part of my
professional life for the past quarter century.
The individuals I have met over the years
have not only inspired and challenged me
but they’ve become good friends. I cannot
say enough about the quality and value of
this organization!

workshops, share information, and network.
In my free time, I love to kayak, throw
pottery, snowshoe, hike, and spend time
with my husband and two grown sons!

My interest in the natural world is ingrained
in me. As a child, growing up in Seattle, I
was fortunate to have many family outdoor
opportunities. Those inspired me to major in
Forestry and Wildland Recreation at
Washington State University, with a focus
on Interpretation – a word and topic which
was foreign to me at the time. As Nature
Education Coordinator with Fredericksburg
Parks and Recreation I have the great
pleasure of working with a variety of people,
developing and presenting a plethora of
programs, special events, summer camps,
and more. As Director of NAI Region 2, I
have the privilege of working with a fabulous
team of talented individuals to create

Tania Gale - Treasurer
Originally from
central NY, Tania
grew up rambling
thru the woods and
catching frogs and
fish in the nearby
ponds and rivers.
She followed that
love of the
outdoors into a
career in
interpretation and
environmental
education. Tania
has been working as a naturalist with the
Calvert County Natural Resource Division
since 2000. She spends most of her work

time (and much of her free time) at Flag
Ponds Park, Battle Creek Nature Center,
and Kings Landing Park teaching children
and adults about the Chesapeake Bay and
surrounding habitats. In her free time she
enjoys backpacking, gardening, and
dancing.
Tania has been an NAI member since 1999,
and served as secretary for Region 2 from
2007 -2012. She has been involved in the
planning and running of both regional and
national workshops. NAI has been a great
source of creative energy and support for
Tania over the years, and she is happy to
have been the Region 2 treasurer since
2012.
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Kaitlin Gannon
Wetlands Institute
(609) 368-1211 x18
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Christopher Kemmerer
DCNR - Bureau of State Parks
(717) 425-5330
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Catie Drew
Education Coordinator
DEA Museum & Visitors Center
(202) 353-1362
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Melinda Norton
Croydon Creek Nature Center
(240) 314-8771
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Curator
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Chesapeake Chat
Dodie Lewis – Awards Chair
Dodie Lewis has been a front-line interpreter for over 20
years. She is currently the Assistant Park Manager at
Claude Moore Park in Loudoun County, Virginia. As
Assistant Manager, and before that as Park Naturalist and
Naturalist Instructor, she has shared the natural history and
historical sites of the park with visitors for 19 years. Dodie
has degrees in biology from the University of Virginia (M.S.)
and from the College of William and Mary (B.S.). She was
awarded the Virginia Environmental Stewardship Award by
the Commonwealth’s Secretary of Natural Resources in
2001. Dodie’s goal is to help the public get to know and
enjoy the wonders of nature so they’ll want to help take
care of our natural world.

Kimble Talley – Membership Chair
Kimble has been a member of NAI for just
over a year and is the new NAI Region 2
Membership Chair. Kimble
works for the National Park
Service as a trainer for the
Stephen T. Mather Training
Center in Harpers Ferry, WV;
she is the newest addition to
the Interpretive Development
Program. She began her
park career in 2009 as an
education specialist at Little
Rock Central High School
NHS in Little Rock, Arkansas.
She is a former social studies

teacher with a Bachelor of Arts in History
and a Master of Education in Secondary
Education and in Learning
Systems Technology. Kimble
is passionate about equipping
park educators with the
necessary tools that help
parks relevant and engage
diverse audiences. She is
married to Darryl and has
three children: an 18-year-old,
a 3-year-old and a 1-year-old.
She resides in Hagerstown,
MD.

Kaitlin Gannon – New Jersey Rep
Kaitlin Coordinates Traveling Environmental
Education programs and Science Education at Sea
(SEAS) field trips for The Wetlands Institute in
Stone Harbor, NJ. The traveling programs involve
bringing live animals and an interactive experience
to schools, libraries, campgrounds and other
organizations throughout New Jersey and parts of
Pennsylvania and Delaware. In addition, Kaitlin
also conducts the (SEAS) program, a marine
biology on-board based field trip in Wildwood, Cape
May and Sandy Hook Bay.
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Alex Palmer – Webmaster
Alex Palmer is the Webmaster for Region 2 of NAI, and is
responsible for maintaining and updating the website and
Facebook page. Alex became a member of NAI in 2011 and
then joined Region 2 in 2012. Alex has several years of
experience in natural history interpretation and conservation
outreach around the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic, and he is now
working for a small nonprofit known as the Chesapeake
Education Arts and Research Society (CHEARS) where he is
recruiting volunteers for environmental stewardship projects
near Washington in Greenbelt, Maryland. During his freetime, Alex enjoys hiking, biking, bird watching, coffee, food,
and roaming around Washington, DC! Check out his blog,
which features essays, photo-journals, and observations about
environmental issues and natural history topics:
http://naturalnotesandthoughts.blogspot.com/.

Cynthia Rabbers – Newsletter Editor
Hello, I’m Cynthia, the editor for the
Chesapeake Chat, the newsletter for Region
2 of NAI, this newsletter. I am also a DCNR
Ranger (translate law enforcement ranger)
for the Pennsylvania State Parks. Prior to
obtaining my current position I taught
environmental education, managed the yearround equestrian programs for YMCA camps,
and taught middle and high school science
and math. It’s a bit strange not being directly
involved in interpretation/education anymore
but I love the opportunities I have to connect
with people as I make my daily rounds of my
parks. I often say that it is the best job I have
ever had, sure some of my conversations

Amy Stahler Henry – Maryland Rep
Amy has worked in the field of interpretation and
environmental education since 1984. She has a B.S. in
Natural Resources and Environmental Education from the
University of Michigan. She has worked as an educator for
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources since 1987.
Amy is married and has three children in their 20’s. In her
spare time she enjoys travel and yoga. To contact Amy at
Maryland DNR, call (410) 260-8828 or email her at
ahenry@dnr.state.md.us.

with people aren’t exactly pleasant but for the
most part I get to talk with people about the
local wildlife or the stars or you name it. My
most common topic of conversation: the
black bears which I’m pretty sure outnumber
the people in Potter county. When I’m not at
work or driving to work I spend my time
training my dog and my horse, running
around outside and taking my dog to
obedience, rally, and agility trials.
You can contact me at
c_rabbers@yahoo.com or through the email
for the Chat itself which is
ChesapeakeChat@gmail.com.
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The Beltway Gang (AKA: Beltway Chapter Co-Chairs)
Alonso Abugattas
Alonso Abugattas is the Co-Chair for the Beltway Chapter of
Region 2 of NAI and the Natural Resources Manager for
Arlington County Parks, VA. He has been trained as a Master
Gardener, was made an honorary Virginia Master Naturalist for
his role in starting 2 chapters, and serves as an instructor for
both. He is a co-founder of the Washington Area Butterfly Club
and has held several offices (including President) for the
Potowmack Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society.
Alonso’s interests include hunting, fishing, shooting, reading,
writing, storytelling, and he regards himself a futbol (soccer)
fanatic. He invites you to check out his Facebook Group
“Capital Naturalist” where he posts regular nature notes using
his own photography or his natural history blog by the same
name: http://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/.

Mona Enquist-Johnston

In 1976, Mona Enquist-Johnston, a Certified Interpretive
Trainer, entered the field of interpretation. Since then she has
been part of the Fairfax County Park Authority’s interpretive
staff (now as a volunteer). She managed the agency’s
volunteer and interpretive services for more than 20 years. She
delights in mentoring and training interpreters and
brainstorming ways to make resources relevant to others. Her
passions are stargazing, wildflowers, wildlife watching,
storytelling and travel. She continues to hone her interpretive
skills as an ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
teacher. Introduced to the Beltway Gang in 1976, she
continues her involvement with this group (it’s now a formal
chapter of NAI). Since 1984, she has served as Co-Chair for
the region’s Beltway Chapter. You may contact Mona at
mogar@cox.net.

Vickie Markey-Tekely – West Virginia Rep
Vickie’s love of nature was instilled
by her father who encouraged her
to become a zoo docent when she
was 11 years old. Vickie is
currently the curator of education at
the Oglebay Zoo located in
Wheeling WV. Here she
coordinates and manages the
education and volunteer programs.
Vickie is on the Volunteer
Management Committee for the
Association of Zoos and
Aquariums.

Vickie has a BS degree in Biology from West Liberty State
College and a Master in Science and Math Education from
Wheeling Jesuit University. When she’s not working, Vickie
loves traveling, reading, working her “side job” as a Mary Kay
consultant and most of all spending time with her daughter.
Vickie is excited about her role as the WV State Rep and looks
forward to meeting and working with fellow interpreters!
To contact Vickie at the Oglebay Zoo, e-mail
vmarkey@oglebay-resort.com or call 304-243-4068.
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Christopher Kemmerer – Pennsylvania Rep
Growing up in Eastern
Pennsylvania I spent most of
my summers outside
exploring the woods near my
house or paddling the nearby
lake. I took my love of
science and nature to college,
where I graduated with a
degree in Environmental
Science.
This lead to field experiences
with Audubon Maryland/DC
and The Nature Conservancy.
Finding my way home, I have
been with Pennsylvania State
Parks for over eight years. I
am currently the Education &
Interpretation Section Chief.

In this role, I manage all personal programs for PA State Parks
which includes coordination, support and training of our field
staff. Additionally, I assist in managing small scale
interpretive projects for the Bureau. I’ve been involved with
NAI, in some aspect, since October 2008. I hold CIG, CIT and
CIP certifications.
I’m looking forward to becoming more involved with NAI as the
Pennsylvania State Representative and helping interpreters
connect more people to our cultural, historical, natural and
recreational resources.
Contact Info:
Chris Kemmerer
th
Bureau of State Parks, 8 Fl
P.O. Box 8551
Harrisburg, PA 17105
chkemmerer@pa.gov
717-425-5330

Catie Drew – Virginia Rep
Catie Drew has been working in the
interpretive field for over 25 years at a
variety of positions. These include an
environmental education specialist for the
Smithsonian's Environmental Research
Center, a park ranger for the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, National
Park Service, and currently as the
education coordinator for the Drug
Enforcement Administration's Museum
and Visitor Center. She has a bachelor's
degree in Environmental Biology and a

Melinda Norton – Washington DC Rep
Melinda Norton is the Assistant Supervisor at Croydon Creek
Nature Center, a City of Rockville, Maryland facility. She has
been working as a naturalist for several years at various
facilities in Michigan before coming to Rockville in 2006.
Despite working in Maryland, Melinda makes her home in the
District, so she serves as Region 2's DC Representative. In
Melinda's free time she enjoys uncovering DC's hidden natural
gems, spending time with friends and travelling to far away
places.

master's degree in Museum Education.
Catie lives in Arlington with her
husband and 3 kids, an assortment of
pets, an overgrown garden, and a
houseful of unfinished projects.
To contact her at the DEA Museum &
Visitors Center call (202) 353-1362 or
email catie.drew@deamuseum.org

Page 7 of 8

Chesapeake Chat

Concurrent Sessions for the Spring Workshop
As our spring workshop approaches an updated workshop
packet has been posted to our website to include descriptions
of the concurrent sessions being offered as well as an updated
schedule. Here is a preview of those sessions. Sessions with
an (*) following their title will include an outdoor portion
(weather permitting).
Cultural History
 Civil War Soldier* — David Farner, Park Manager, Fort
C.F. Smith Park, Arlington County, Virginia
 Native Plants for Survival* — Vickie Shufer,
Naturalist/Herbalist/Forager, Eco Images
Natural History
 Weeds, Woodslore, and Wildwoods Wisdom*—Doug
Elliott, Naturalist Herbalist and Storyteller
 Fabulous Fungi* — Rachael Tolman and Jennifer Soles,
Naturalists, Arlington County Parks, Virginia
 Grabbing Predators Bare Handed: Expand Your
Interpretation by Including What Raptors Teach Us—
John Shafer, CIM, Park Manager, Ellanor C. Lawrence
Park, Fairfax Co. Park Authority, Virginia
 Mammal Skull and Scat I.D. – From the Top Down—
Linda Bailey, Nature Education Coordinator,
Fredericksburg Parks and Recreation, Virginia

Interpretive Skills
 Interpretation and Trail Tips, Tricks and Techniques—
Alonso Abugattas, CHI, Natural Resource Manager,
Arlington County Parks, Virginia
 Interpreting Critical Resource Issues using Facilitated
Dialogue as a Technique—Kimble Talley, Training
Specialist, Mather Training Center, National Park
Service
 Look Out for the Roving Ranger!* — Kathy Budnie,
Freelance Resource Interpreter
Management and Planning
 Fake it ‘til You Make It: Making the Most of Your ShoeString Budget — Parker McMullen-Bushman, CIG, Adult
and Family Education Coordinator, The Chincoteague
Bay Field Station, Virginia
 Teaching the Teachers: Outdoor Play Every Day for
Mission and Revenue—Suzanne Holland, Visitor
Services Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center, Fairfax
County Park Authority, Virginia
 Visitor Experience Planning—Christen Miller, CIT, CIG,
Visitor Experience Manager, Virginia State Parks
Friday Off-site Experience





George Washington Birthplace National Monument
Fossil Hunting on Potomac River at Stratford Hall
Stratford Hall Tour
Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge
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Where in the Region
This edition’s “Where in
the Region” pictures
come from locations
featured in this spring’s
Regional Workshop. The
first picture was taken at
Westmoreland State
Park, the second picture
at Stratford Hall. Be sure
to sign up for the
workshop to see more.

InterpNEWS is an International Heritage Interpretation News Magazine published by John
Veverka. This e-magazine is provided as a free service to interpreters world-wide and goes to
over 8000 individuals, agencies and organizations in 25 countries. The November/December
issue is currently available on Region 2s website.
Call for Articles:
 The March/April issue will have a focus on Living History/Costumed Interpretation.
(Deadline: mid-February)
 The May/June issue will have a focus on Climate Change Interpretation. (Deadline: first
week of April)
Many good articles are already coming in from some EU National Parks and climate change
organizations for the Climate Change issue but some good examples from the US are still
needed.
To submit an article or to be added to the distribution list, contact John at jvainterp@aol.com.

Calendar of Events

CIG Workshops in
neighboring states:
March 7-10, 2014 | Kentucky
Bernheim Arboretum &
Research Forest

Project Owlnet and Tracking the Elusive Saw-whet
Wednesday, February
Owl
12, 6:45-8:30pm
5100 Meadowside Lane,
Rockville, MD 20855
Project Owlnet serves as an
information clearinghouse
for the rapidly growing
network of owl-migration
researchers in North
America and abroad. Co-

founder and director, Steve
Huy, will discuss the goals
and success of Project
Owlnet as the program
enters its 20th year.
Northern Saw-whet Owls
have long been a primary
focus of the Project, and
Steve will share information
about this little-known owl’s

natural history and
migratory journey through
Maryland.
Light refreshments will be
provided. FREE, Ages 14
and up. Register
at ParkPASS.org or call
Meadowside at 301-2584034.

March 12-15, 2014 | Manteo,
NC NC Aquarium on Roanoke
Island
Go to NAI’s website for more
information.
Don’t Forget about Region 2s
Spring Workshop

Submitting Material for the Chesapeake Chat
NAI Region 2:
Delaware
District of Columbia
Maryland
New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Virginia
West Virginia

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.interpnet.com/2/

National Association for
Interpretation Region 2
Chesapeake

Each edition will be theme-based so if you
have something to contribute short or long
refer to the table below for upcoming
deadlines and themes. Submissions for
other sections can be sent at any time but
if it fits in with a particular theme send it by
that edition’s deadline otherwise it will be
used for a future edition.
Recommended lengths for submissions:
500-1000 words for articles
(longer articles are acceptable also)
100-200 words for each tip or trick

Winter Newsletter
Spring Newsletter
Summer Newsletter
Fall Newsletter

Pictures should be submitted as an
attachment to your email. Other materials
may be sent in the body of your email or
as an attachment.
If you have any suggestions for a theme
for future newsletters, please send your
suggestions or requests. Themes can be
anything related to interpretation that
would be of interest to the region.
Newsletter submissions including calendar
items should be sent to:
ChesapeakeChat@gmail.com

Deadline
January 15
April 15
July 15
October 15

Theme
Stewardship (cultural/natural resources)

Teacher-in-service workshops

