
Directors Note
I’ll never forget the first time I was asked to present a ratsnake 
to a group of kids.  I was in working as a park intern and didn’t 
have a lot of experience handling these reptiles.  I was nervous 
to reach into the tank but I didn’t want the snake or my 
audience of excited summer campers to know that. So I calmly 
gathered the fellow in my hands, like I did this every day, and 
proceeded to share. That was many moons, and many snakes 
ago.
 
This edition of the Chat will highlight working with live animals 
in presentations.  We hope you will glean some insight from 
others.
 
I also hope you will consider joining us in September for our 
Fall Workshop at the lovely Cacapon Resort State Park in 
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia!  You can read about it here or 
check out the entire packet of information on our website:  
www.nairegion2.weebly.com.
 
Enjoy your Sssssspring!
 
Linda Bailey
Director
NAI Chesapeake Region 2
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Using Live Animals in 
Parent Child Programs 
By Avery Gunther
Naturalist
Hidden Oaks Nature Center
Fairfax County Park Authority
Annandale, VA

Nothing fascinates young children more than the chance to meet a live animal up close 
and personal. For the last 20 years I have had the fun experience of teaching parent/
child natural history programs at several parks. These programs for 2-4 year old 
children included:  storybooks, movement, dance, games, puppet shows, crafts, trail 
walks and meeting live animals. 

  Most of the time the children meet live animals we have in exhibits at the site such as 
reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates.   Sometimes we are lucky enough to “run into” 
animals on the trails, such as finding a millipede under a log, or spotting a box turtle on 
the path. These encounters allow us to model safe and gentle animal handling. 
However, many times it’s best to just to watch and not touch. 

Meeting one of our live exhibit animals can be very exciting for children and parents 
alike. We start off by showing the critter on the floor so everyone can see it.  The kids 
are in a semi-circle with their parents.  We might see the animal eat, hop or walk.  
Then I bring the animal around in a box for a close up look. The children do not touch 
the animals.  Snakes can be scary for young children. Showing a small snake such as a 
“Northern Brown Snake” (about 12” long) can be less intimidating. (See photo)
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Calendar of Events

Upcoming CIG Trainings

September 27-30 
Millersville, MD

see the NAI website for 
additional info

NAI Region 2 Workshop

September 20-23 2016

Cacapon Resort State Park, 

Berkeley Springs, WV 



Here are just a few program topics and ways to incorporate animals while sharing 
natural history information:

Lively Lizards- When showing the bearded dragon I might ask questions like: “What 
are those holes on the side of his head?” (Ears!) “Do your ears look like that?” (No, we 
have ear lobes). Then I say, “Show me your ears”.  Since young children experience 
everything from their point of view, relating the animals to their bodies will appeal to 
them.

Spiders- late summer and early fall are great times for a spider hunt. Funnel web 
spiders are on buildings and in the grass; orb weavers are in the garden. Bring a box to 
capture and show a few. A flash light and mister can help reveal spiders and webs. Kids 
can look at web shapes, count spider legs, and search for eggs. 

Amphibians- a spring visit to an ephemeral pool can be very exciting when frogs, 
tadpoles or egg masses are present. Inviting the families back to watch the tadpoles 
grow up can extend the experience. Kids can watch frogs jumping, listen to them 
calling or see tadpoles swimming. 

Some animals can be touched. We always remind parents and children about the 
importance of hand washing after handling animals anywhere. After the program, 
please release these critters in the place where they were collected.

Beautiful Beetles- a program on beetles can provide an opportunity to show Bess bugs 
or lady bugs.  Bess bugs can be found under rotten logs and lady bugs in the garden. 
When showing these gentle insects I might say: “Let’s count his legs”.  “Wow, he has 6 
legs, how many legs do you have?” How many spots does the lady bug have?  Did you 
know that Bess bugs live in a family group and the dad takes care of the little ones?  
Who takes care of you in your family? 

Worm Races- either collect worms from your site or buy at the pet store. Draw a 
circle with eight pie slices on a large two foot paper square. Each child puts a worm in 
a pie slice.  Kids name the worms, mist them and watch them move. See if kids can find 
the head- the pointy end. Ask how the worm moves (wiggle).  Ask “how do you 
move?” 

There are many ways to use live animals in programs. Teaching young children the right 
way to treat and respect wild animals can prepare them for a lifetime of enjoying and 
protecting the natural world. 
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For more information on 

Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

visit their webpage: http://

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

parks/hidden-oaks/



Submission Guidelines 
Each edition will be theme-based so if you have something to contribute short or long refer 
to the table below for upcoming deadlines and themes. Submissions for other sections can be 
sent at any time but if it fits in with a particular theme send it by that edition’s deadline 
otherwise it will be used for a future edition. 

Recommended lengths for submissions: 500-600 words for articles
100 words for each tip or trick 

Pictures should be submitted as an attachment to your email. Other materials may be sent in 
the body of your email or as an attachment. 

If you have any suggestions for a theme for future newsletters, please send your suggestions 
or requests. Themes can be anything related to interpretation that would be of interest to the 
region. 

Newsletter submissions including calendar items should be sent to: 
ChesapeakeChat@gmail.com 

Deadline Theme

Winter Newsletter January 15

Spring Newsletter April 15 Using Live Animals in Presentations

Summer Newsletter July 15 Water & A Sneak Peek at the Fall Workshop

Fall Newsletter October 15 Roving Interpretation/On The Trail

NAI REGION 2:
Delaware
District of Columbia
Maryland
New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Virginia
West Virginia

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.interpnet.com/2/

National Association for 
Interpretation Region 2

Chesapeake

Caterpillar Wonders: 
Their Forms and Life Histories
Monday, June 6
10am-2pm
Huntley Meadows Park in Alexandria, VA

Butterflies and moths are well known to most resource 
interpreters. The 4th of July Butterfly Counts and National Moth 
Nights now join the long-standing Christmas Bird Counts, helping 
citizens understand what is happening with wildlife in a given 
area.  Identifying adult butterfly and moth species can be a 
challenge, yet for each identifiable butterfly or moth, there are 
several different-looking larval stages commonly called 
caterpillars. Here’s a chance to learn about caterpillars’ many 
forms and their fascinating life histories, including defense 
strategies. We’ll find and identify local caterpillars and discuss 
their host plant associations.

To register or for additional info, please email Alonso Abugattas, 
Beltway Chapter Co-Chair at AAbugattas@arlingtonva.us 
(include a day-of-event cell number just in case)

Beltway Chapter Session
Moths
Their Forms and Life Histories
Tuesday, June 28
8:30-10:30pm
Potomac Overlook Regional Park in Arlington, VA

The Beltway Chapter gathers at night to investigate the natural 
history of moths. Delve into their fascinating realm with 
entomologist Dr. David Adamski.

We’ll meet at the park’s Nature Center. Dr. Adamski will begin 
indoors with the basic natural history of moths. He’ll include an 
opportunity for participants to see how moths are dissected for 
identification and spread for collections.

To register or for additional info, please email Alonso Abugattas, 
Beltway Chapter Co-Chair at AAbugattas@arlingtonva.us 
(include a day-of-event cell number just in case)
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